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Agreement brings steadier supply
of delta water for titles, farmers
By Mark Grossi "Peace has broken out amid the water
and Pamela J. Podger wars," Gov. Wilson said at a Capitol press
T~e Fresno See conference. "We don’t preten.d this is the

SACRAMENTO -- Federal and state final answer, for California water policy..
officials Thursday signed a historic cesse-There will be some major sledding ahead.
fire in the long war over water quality, Skeptics sounded a note of caution.but another skirmish may be waiting next¯ While the accord gives a framework of
year. agreement, the thorny questions of whose

The" agreement, hammered out in mara-water and how much are yet to come.
thon negotiation sessions that ended Wed-Those answers must be secured in thenesday night, provides a more stable wa-
ter supply from the Sacramento-Sannext three years once testimony and duel-

Joaquin River Delta for farms and citiesing science is heard at public hearings set
while protecting the vast, sensitive North-to begin in March by the State Water

ern California estuary. . [~ease see Wate¢, Pa@e A8

Water: Standoff ends
"  eementwith historic

co’tinfoil from P~age A1 :’.. ~ter O~
" "Resources ControlB(~krd.~ As"th~ For Vall~:" ;" ,..., :’i~lte~e i.~lle~" .

water N~t- ~1~ ~’" r~’ ~ "r~" ., y, mrmers on me . "These were.i~tense, major:is-
- - "’~" ......z ......... ~’i~massive .federal Central Valley’sues we worked on,’-said Timo~
les and other water" users come i Project’ the agreement will mean

up for grabs, Thursday’s cease- 65 percent to 70 percent of theirthy H. Quinn,. deputy-general
. manager of the Metropolitanfirewillbetested.,. ~,. .    .

For the delta estua~; which historic allotments in average Water District of Southern Cali-
provides about two-t,’.hi~Is. Of the rainfall years, Nelson sai& Last                              " fornia,. which serves 16 million

, ¯ ¯             year, thd same contractors.re- cus~mers;" ,Ultimately, ’-thestate s drinking water, the agree- ceived about 40 percent..’ , . .deadline of Dec, 15 is what made
ment means 1.1 million acre-feet

"We’ll be much better off than it worL~ ~ ’ : " ~.-: "of fresh river water will flow .....: ..we havebeen in the last several ’....ThdDe~~. 15 .deadlinewa~
canals ahoutthr°ugh the maze140 miles°f sloughsandnorth of ’ yeara Them will be less .water,~posed:in~..the settlement of " .tm-:,an i
Fresno ~n dry years to ,help~keep but it will be "firmer," added environmental lawsuit brought
_salty_ ocean tides from destroying Dave Schuster, who represents
habitat for fish and wildlife, two Kern County water districts

by the Sierra Club, ~e Environ-
mental Defense. Fund and others

"Thisisathree-year,trial~n~-" ’ where.nearly 10 percent, or ina coalition over delta water
100,000 acres, were taken out of standards.riage," said David Fullerton of production in 1993..

the Natural Heritage Institute, ~.:i~We have a plan that meetsInterior Secret~ry Bruce Bab-who voiced many of the environ- bitt said the federalgovernment the~needs"of the families, the
mentalists’ concerns during the would buy additional water if the fari~brs and~ the fish,’~ said U.S.
deliberations. ~~ ’.-’ -..~o.~:                                    ¯

Initially, the burden, o~’P~ovid- flow is not enough ~0protect the :Environmental Protection Agen-
ing waterfor the ~iew winter-run salmonimd the delta cy...Administrator Carol Browner,

~smelt, two fish listed under the ;’~-Y~.i.:iffter year, the water.-tfalls squarely, on.. contractors federal Endangered Species Act, fl0~)t0.California farms and:
with the .federal CentraI..Valley or if ad~tional Species are listed, cities.;)~as drastically curtailed.
ProjectaudStat~WaterP~oject. as may. be ithe case with the S~. whe.n.:i!Pr°tected fish ~ .winter-~’The.pact limiN" water .’.diver- ramento splittaiL run bhlnook salmonand the del:
sions from the del .t~ ensuring at "A.deal is a deal If more Water ta smelt" : were. ground upby
legist 450,000 acre-fe~t are-devoN was nebesmu~,, the key to finding’ the"powerful delta pumps that
ed~to species .and habitat pr0tec- water i is .money. ’ Everything is .send the .water south.
tions in years withnormaLrain- available for. a price," he sai& . . "Wewere brought together by
fall and increasing to 1.1 million ........... , ..... ..I~ dispute --:we ~had to get Out ofacre-feet in dry years. .°.:’;: ,-~’:~ - :: ....~= ..... ~----~--"It’s not an end tothe regula- : :" Tlie "concession ~o~;thefede~. ’! the [Endangbred Species Act]

box we were i~LBasically we put
tory drought," said Dan.Nelgon al government was just one,.of 1.million"acre-feet"dn the table.~’,
of the San Luis Delta-MendotaI many made at a negotiating ta- In.return, you. cannot turn
Water Authority, representing ble that included agriculture, ur~ and off the pumps:every, time
agricultural and urban districts ban and environmental interests. .you find a fish,: said Steve Hall,
on the west side of the San Joa-’ executive director, Association of
quin Valley. "But.it’s a signifi-. California Water Agencies. ’
ca t beginning., ’ .       , ....
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- Until the state board comes up
with its implementation plan,
the estuary will be governed by
the Endangered Species Act pro-
tections for the imperiled fish. ’
Control the flow

Existing prorations will ~on-
finue ~o control the flow ot~ the
delta i~ federal wi]dlife officia]s
det~c~ large numbers of prot~-
ed fish at the pumps. They said
the modifications of the new
agreement wili allow more flexi-
bili~ and be~er, monitoring.

The wa~er Users have. prom-
ised to .make availat~]e $10 rail-.
lion.for each of the nex~ three
]~,ars to fund. monitoring of the
species that live in the

Sta~e Sen. Tom Hayden warn-.
ed environmentalists to be skep-
tical about the accord. The Santa
Monica Democrat announced
that the Senate Na~zra] ~Re-

which he chairs, would..hold
hearings on the enviroumenf~l
adequa~ of the pa~ in January.
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